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Welcome New Members!
Name Organization City State
Alan Caterina Caterina Tree Service May’s Landing NJ
Arthur Cox City of Long Beach- Public Works Long Beach CA
Bruce G. Vawter Forestry Consultant Services St. Louis MO
Daniel W. Webb Fluid Landscape & Irrigation Austin TX
David Clement Teton Trees Parker CO
David M. Lefcourt DDOT- Urban Forestry Adm. Washington DC
Delbert F. Lee Shenandoah Landscaping Hopewell Jct. NY
Donald F. Boehm  Port Washington NY
Dylan E. Saam City of Elgin Rochelle IL
George Sanchez City of Merced Merced CA
Grant O’Brien Halifax Regional Municipality Halifax NS
Loren Cushing Town of Yarmouth Yarmouth NS
Manuel Escobar  Hialeah FL
Mary Lynn Mammucari Ricks Tree Service Glen Mills PA
Michael T. Webster  Wilson NC
Nancy Vitcoe City of Abbotsford Maple Ridge BC
Raziel E. Polach  Choctaw OK
Richard J. Clark  Grandview MO
Rodney McCaleb Rod’s Tree Service Carmichael CA
Terri L. Arnold Island County Clinton WA
Tim Queary Lexington- Fayette Urban County Gov. Lexington KY
Carl D. Best Golf Green Lawn Care Bartonville IL
Stan Peterson  Ludington MI

Satellite Imaging & Mapping Division 
Native Communities Development Corporation

Visit  www.MillionDollarTrees.com Call  719.579.9276 

No, but trees can save your city millions.  Let us show you how much money your
urban forest can save and receive a FREE demonstration of this new technology.

Includes Material ©2006 DigitalGlobe, Inc. 
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There are many things we as municipal arborists and urban 
foresters can do to improve the condition of trees along 

our streets. We can aerate and fertilize, mulch, water, prune 
deadwood, and improve structure. But probably the best thing 
we can do to assure long life and a stream of ecological services 
into the future is to remove pavement.

The general practice in ultra-urban environments is to cut out 
one 3 x 3 or 4 x 4 concrete block just big enough to shoehorn in 
the root ball of a fine specimen tree. Unfortunately, this is the 
recipe for stagnation and decline of the tree, not robust growth 
and a vibrant street life. It would be much better to take out 
two or three of the concrete blocks and fully replace the soil 
with a medium that ensures good drainage and full occupation 
by the tree as rapidly as possible. If pedestrian space is limited, 
porous pavers can be used that allow traffic and water infiltra-
tion both.

We can rescue our oldest tree residents to great effect by cutting 
away the metal confines and separating and daylighting roots 
from their concrete coffins lids. The best-known tree rescue 
project is ongoing in New York City, where the Department of 
Parks and Recreation has taken over sidewalk repair operations 
around its street trees. The City has released many trees from 
an otherwise slow death, with great promotional fanfare and to 
great joy of adjacent residents.

In terms of stormwater management, a tree is nice, but a big filter 
strip is even better. Expanding the tree pit and improving infiltra-
tion will find us friends in new places within City Hall. City plan-
ners, water and sewer officials, and watershed enthusiasts will 
back us up and may even find the resources to make it happen. At 
minimum, they will support and even write new policies ensuring 
that specifications for new sidewalk installations and improve-
ments focus on trees for their multi-dimensional benefits. 

A big pit allows us to grow larger trees that will shade and cool 
buildings and adjacent pavement and contribute more to energy 
conservation, stormwater management, economic activity, and 
property attraction. The key has always been pit size. Landscape 
Architect James Urban has been preaching larger-the-better for 
the last 20 years, recommending 800 cubic feet of soil (4 x 10 x 
2) minimum to grow a healthy 12-inch diameter tree and 1,000 
cubic feet for a 16-inch tree.

We need good soil in our cities, and lots of it. Most specifica-
tions suggest using existing soil to speed acclimation of tree 
roots to the miserable conditions of the site. However, in ultra-
urban environments, we want lots of good, well-drained soils in 
our pits that discourage extension beyond the confines of the 
site and into the surrounding grey infrastructure. Structural 
soils have caught on as an engineering solution that enables 

root growth through a compacted medium that can carry heavy 
loads despite plenty of air space. Unfortunately, according to Jim 
Urban, the rock that provides the structure also displaces usable 
soil volume with significant reduction in rooting space; when 
calculating the soil volume available to the tree, the rock volume 
must be subtracted.

The newest innovation available to sustain both pavement and 
tree root growth is the “Silva Cell” developed by Deep Root Inc., 
in association with Jim Urban. The product is a reinforced shell 
that can be filled with topsoil while supporting pavement so that 
tree roots are free to roam in friable soils liberated from compac-
tion stress and somewhat separated from the hardscape beyond. 
And without the larger component stones required for standard 
structural soil mixes, the tree roots have more soil and potential 
organic matter to inhabit. The result should be larger, healthier 
trees free from the vaulted confines of the average city tree.

Now that municipal elected officials are racing to grow more sus-
tainable communities, we should be their first stop for best prac-
tices that will secure a greener future. We have the knowledge 
and expertise to grow healthy trees in just about any site, given 
sufficient political commitment and support. And the result: a 
better pit and a forest of trees along the streets of our cities.  

Further Reading:

www.nycgovparks.org

www.deeproot.com

www.stormwatercenter.net

Phillip Rodbell is a certified arborist and manager of the U.S. 
Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Program in the 
21-state Northeastern Area. 

A tree is rescued from a slow death: before and after
Photo: City of New York, Parks and Recreation 

Partners Updates
Issues in ARBORICULTURE–A Better Pit
by Phillip Rodbell, U.S. Forest Service
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I am a utility arborist, but my background is in urban and 
community forestry. Twenty years ago, I considered utility 

arborists to be outside of the profession. My perception, at best, 
was that they lacked a commitment to trees, urban forests, and 
the people who live in the communities they serve. At worst, it 
seemed to me they were cynically antagonistic to all three.

That changed when I was a community assistance forester 
in Utah during the early 1990s. When I first arrived on the 
Wasatch Front, my negative perception was reinforced when 
I saw the local power company rounding over trees. Rather 
than pointing my finger and joining the chorus of “tree butcher” 
accusations, I approached the utility and offered to teach them 
a better way. 

My motive was to try to protect the urban forest from abuse by 
utility tree crews. They had heard about Dr. Shigo’s directional 
pruning technique but didn’t understand it. However, they were 
willing to learn. They organized classroom and field educational 
sessions for me to instruct tree crews and front line supervisors 
about the proper application of tree biology to pruning in gener-
al and to utility pruning in particular. In a short time, utility tree 
crews were making proper collar and reduction cuts throughout 
the state. Many involved became certified arborists and gained 
an increased commitment to professionalism. Naturally, I was 
proud of the results.

Along they way, I learned that I had been even more out of 
touch with the utility’s responsibilities than they had been about 
tree biology. Worse—unlike them, I wasn’t willing to learn their 
perspective. In particular, I found that I had been mistaken 
about the people who worked in utility vegetation manage-
ment. Rather than thoughtless members of a faceless corporate 
bureaucracy, I found utility employees to be active members of 
the communities they serve and committed to making those 
communities better places to live. The enthusiasm with which 
they embraced arboricultural professionalism is a testimony to 
that commitment. 

I also learned of the magnitude of responsibility utilities have to 
provide safe, reliable electricity—a commodity people depend 
on for domestic life, commerce, and industry. 

I saw the intense pressure utilities face when they fail. Local 
outages generate angry calls, and widespread power failures are 
front-page news. Further, since tree-power line contacts can 
create safety risks like fire or electric contact, utilities have to 
maintain their systems to minimize those risks. 

So I walked a mile in the utility’s shoes and gained a new per-
spective. I learned that many utilities spend far more money 
on trees, employ more people working on trees, and speak to 
more people about trees than anyone else in their service ter-

ritory. When I realized the volume of work utilities conduct, I 
concluded I could have a greater positive effect on community 
forestry by becoming a utility arborist than I could as a com-
munity forester. 

Coming from an urban forestry background, I understand how 
deeply municipal arborists and their constituents care about 
trees. I understand the difficulty of cultivating vibrant, sustain-
able urban forests. Out of frustration, I’m sure many SMA 
members consider utility tree work to be a threat to munici-
pal forest health. In all likelihood many have the same sort of 
misperceptions I had about the motivations of utility arborists. 
If your utility’s arborists are worth their salt, they’ll want to get 
to know you. Please take the time to get to know them. Like 
me, I think you might be pleasantly surprised with what you 
find.   

Confessions  
of a Utility Arborist
by Randall H. Miller

The historical mistrust between utility arborists and municipal 
arborists is something that must be overcome if we are to better 
care for our urban trees.
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WANT TO WRITE FOR CITY TREES? 
The rewards are many, if not 

monetary. Share your experiences 

and knowledge with peers and 

savor the accomplishment of 

getting published. 

Before submitting, please write to 

City Trees Editor Michelle Buckstrup 

to request Writer’s Guidelines: 

CityTrees@hughes.net  

In October 2006 I was appointed by the U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture to serve as a member of the National Urban 
and Community Advisory Council (NUCFAC) represent-
ing city/town government. I have attended two quar-
terly NUCFAC meetings—one in Little Rock, Arkansas 
(October 2006) and one in Washington, DC (February 
2007). By the time you read this, a meeting will have 
been held in Biloxi, Mississippi (June 5-7).

Although I don’t officially represent the SMA on NUCFAC, 
I believe that, since the majority of SMA members work 
at the local government level, my position on the council 
allows me to speak on behalf of our membership. It is 
therefore important that I keep you informed of news 
that may impact your work in your home communities.

As many of you know, NUCFAC functions as an advisory 
body to the Secretary of Agriculture. You could consider 
NUCFAC to be similar to your state’s Urban Forestry 
Council—but with an emphasis on the federal level. Our 
meetings focus on programs and policies that impact 
urban and community forestry on a national basis.

One of the biggest ongoing problems we face is the over-
all reduction in funding for urban forestry programming. 
The most recent budget submitted by the President to 
Congress calls for a massive 38% reduction in funding for 
urban & community forestry. NUCFAC has recommended a 
restoration of funding to at least 2006 levels. At this time, 
indications are that the Democrat-controlled Congress will 
most likely restore some, if not all, of the cuts—but that 
is not certain. It is important that SMA members appeal 
to their respective state delegations to support increased 
funding for urban and community forestry.

A second and no less vital factor affecting urban forestry 
funding is the means by which the USDA Forest Service 
budget is structured. Over the past several years many 
parts of the country, especially the western states, have 
experienced devastating wildfires, requiring massive 
expenditures by the Forest Service to control these fires. 
However, the Forest Service budget does not include 
a line item for fire response and control. All money 
expended on fires must be drawn from other segments 
of the Forest Service budget, thereby reducing the fund-
ing available for other programs, such as urban and com-
munity forestry. NUCFAC has continued to advocate for 
Congress to establish a line item in the federal budget 
specifically for fire management in order to help protect 
vital funding for other programming. Again, SMA mem-

NUCFAC News
by Steve Shurtz, Urban Forestry & Landscape Manager, City of Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

bers are urged to their U.S. senators and representatives 
in support of this budget change. 

A third important item is the Public Forum on Catastrophic 
Storms and Urban Forests, held on June 6th in Biloxi, 
Mississippi. This column predates the event, which will 
be a groundbreaking opportunity for all members of the 
urban forestry community to provide insight and recom-
mendations to NUCFAC. The council will in turn use the 
information gathered from the open public hearing to 
prepare a list of recommendations for the Secretary of 
Agriculture on policies relative to assisting American 
communities in planning for, weathering, and recovering 
from catastrophic storms. Many organizations, including 
SMA, have been asked to provide testimony at the event. 
I plan to provide our membership with more information 
in future updates.

For more information on NUCFAC and its activities, 
visit www.treelink.org/nucfac. If you would like to con-
tact me with suggestions or comments, e-mail me at 
sshurtz@brgov.com. I would like very much to hear your 
concerns and to bring them to future meetings of the 
council.  



Thanks to 2007 sponsors 
We thank all who participated in the silent 
auction at the 2006 SMA Conference 
in Asheville for their sponsorship of the 
2007 Exchange program.

How Do I Apply?
Join SMA and obtain the application on-line at:

 www.urban-forestry.com 

Mail applications to:

 Society of Municipal Arborists  
 c/o Douglas Still
 Roger Williams Park, Dalrymple 
Boathouse
 1000 Elmwood Avenue
 Providence, RI 02905

Or fax them to: (401) 941-5920 

Applications (or any questions) can also 
be sent by email to dstill@providenceri.
com. Note that due to City spam fil-
ters, you may have to send your appli-
cation twice. Answers must be clearly 
numbered, with none omitted, and all 
application instructions followed.

What Is the Deadline?
All applications must be received by 
September 7, 2007. The timeframe 
for the exchanges will be determined 
by the participants with the assistance 
of the SMA program coordinators.

What Is Required?
Participants will spend at least one full 
work week with the host city’s forestry 
department or arborist. Each partici-
pant will be required to write an article 
for the SMA journal City Trees about 
what he or she learned and expe-
rienced for the interest of the SMA 
membership.

What Is the Exchange Program?
SMA is offering an exchange program for municipal arborists locat-

ed around the world. SMA and contributing sponsors will fund airfare 
and basic expenses for professional exchanges within the next year, 

which will take place in spring or summer of 2008. Each participant 
will spend at least one week visiting and working with another city’s for-

estry department. An “exchange” may be “two-way,” meaning that paired 
participants take turns hosting the other, or “one-way,” where a selected 

participant only visits a willing host city identified and approved by SMA.

Why Sponsor an Exchange Program?
The purpose is to create a way for municipal arborists to exchange 

urban forestry expertise, management ideas and technology through 
“in-person” contact and on-site experience. What better way to find 

out how other forestry practitioners operate than to spend time with 
each other? We have much to learn from other programs in our own 

countries and around the world, and we each have much to offer. Not 
only will the program facilitate the transfer of knowledge, it will help foster 

an international community of municipal arborists.

Who Can Apply?
A candidate must be a member of SMA. One can apply immedi-

ately upon joining. A candidate must be employed within the urban 
forestry profession, preferably as a municipal arborist, for at least two 

years. Knowledge of a second language is helpful but not essential, 
although the application must be submitted in English. For a two-way 

exchange, a chosen participant (or the host municipality) must be able to 
provide lodging for the visiting participant (private homes are encouraged). 

The willingness to host a visiting municipal arborist increases the chance of 
being selected.

Exchange Program

www.urban-forestry.com apply on-line!

estry department. An “exchange” may be “two-way,” meaning that paired 
participants take turns hosting the other, or “one-way,” where a selected 

only will the program facilitate the transfer of knowledge, it will help foster 

exchange, a chosen participant (or the host municipality) must be able to 
provide lodging for the visiting participant (private homes are encouraged). 

Municipal Arborist

How Will Selections Be Made?
Two-way exchange pairings will be made by our selection commit-

tee on a “best match” basis. The number of participants will depend 
on available funding. Selected participants will most likely be from cities 

of similar size and climate, and speak a shared language. Ideally, each 
forestry program will have or do something that the other can learn from 

– a unique or exemplary program, site condition, problem, etc. The selec-
tion committee will consider if an applicant wishes to have an exchange with 

someone from a preferred city, country, or region. Municipal arborists from 
communities participating in the Sister City International Program that propose 

an exchange with a sister city are especially encouraged to apply. One-way 
exchange selections will be based on the applicant’s programmatic needs and 

the potential for a viable learning experience.
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43rd Annual Society of Municipal Arborists 

Conference & Trade Show
!@

Hollywood, FL cSept 15-19, 2007

QW
Register at: www.urban-forestry.com

Tentative Conference Agenda
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2007

Noon – 4:00 pm Tropical Zone Research Lab 

Hop on the bus to the internationally renowned Fairchild 
Tropical Gardens in the heart of Coral Gables, Florida, for an 
afternoon Field Study Lab. Become familiar with the tropical 
and sub-tropical plant material, much of which is not found 
anywhere else in the United States, during an informational 
guided tram tour. Use your newfound knowledge to explore 
the gardens at your leisure. 

5:00 – 7:00 pm Reception

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2007 

7:00 am–4:00 pm Registration Open 

7:00–8:00 am First-Time Attendee Breakfast with Past 
SMA Presidents

7:30–8:00 am Breakfast with Exhibitors

8:00–8:30 am Introduction & Welcome 
Donald Goulding, Conference Chair  
Andy Hillman, SMA President 
Honorable Mara Giulianti,  
Mayor of Hollywood, FL

8:30–9:00 am Is There Time for Urban Forestry in the 
Future? 
Dr. Kim Coder, Professor of Tree Health 
Care, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 

9:00–10:00 am Restoring Shade Trees to Dignity 
Following a Major Storm: An Inside Look 
at Pruning Methods 
Dr. Edward Gilman, Professor, 
Environmental Horticultural Department, 
University of Florida. Gainesville, FL

10:00–10:30 am  Break with Exhibitors

10:30 am–12:15 pm Chemical and Non-Chemical Smack-Downs 
for Insects and Mite Pests in the Urban Forest 
Dr. Michael Raupp, Professor, Department of 
Entomology, University of Maryland, College 
Park, MD

12:15–3:15 pm Bar-B-Q Luncheon  
Featuring Outside Exhibits and 
Equipment Demonstrations

3:15–4:30 pm Ultimate Tree Stress:  
Assessing And Treating Soil Compaction 
Dr. Kim Coder, Professor of Tree Health 
Care, University of Georgia, Athens, GA

4:30–7:30 pm Certification Exams

7:30–9:00 pm Reception with ExhibitorsPhoto by Joy Livergood
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2007 

7:00 am–4:00 pm Registration Open

7:30–8:00 am Breakfast with Exhibitors

8:00–9:15 am Twenty Minutes in the Life or Death of 
a Tree Ronald Zillmer, Associate Dean, 
Mid-State Technical College, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI

9:15-10:15 am Kick It Up a Notch: How SMA Can Help 
Municipal Certification, SMA/UAA 
Summit—Derek Vannice, ISA/UAA Arborist 
Exchange—Doug Still, City Forester, 
Providence, RI Accreditation—Andy 
Hillman, SMA President Municipal Forester 
Institute, Urban Forest Foundation—Jerri 
LaHaie, SMA Executive Director

10:15–10:45 am Break with Exhibitors

10:45 am–12:00 pm The Why of Florida Grades & Standards: 
Past, Present, and Future  
Michael Marshall, Vice-President and 
General Manager, Marshall Tree Farm, 
Morriston, FL

12:00–1:00 pm Lunch with Exhibitors 

1:00–3:00 pm How Trees Age: Growing Old, Losing 
Control, and Falling Apart 
Dr. Kim Coder, Professor of Tree Health 
Care, University of Georgia, Athens, GA

3:00–3:30 pm  Break with Exhibitors

3:30–4:30 pm Oakville’s Urban Forest:  
Our Solution to Our Pollution  
John McNeil, Manager of Forestry & 
Cemetery Services, Oakville, Ontario

5:00 – 6:00 pm SMA Business Meeting

7:00–7:30 pm Reception and Silent Auction

7:30 – 9:00 pm Awards Banquet

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2007 

7:00 – 9:00 am Registration Open

7:30–8:00 am Breakfast with Exhibitors

8:00–8:45 am Early Pest Protection in Our Urban and 
Community Forest 
Robert Benjamin, Outreach Coordinator, 
USDA, Lombard, IL

8:45–9:45 am Carbon Credits For Communities 
Scott Maco, Davey Tree Expert Company, 
Kirkland, WA 
Gene Hyde, City Forester, Chattanooga, TN 
Dudley Hartel, Southern Center for Urban 
Forestry Research & Information, USDA 
Forest Service, Athens, GA

9:45–10:15 am Break with Exhibitors

10:15–11:00 am Utility and Urban Arborist Partners for a 
Better Urban Forest 
Steve Anderson, Coordinator of Line 
Clearing, Florida Power & Light, 
Plantation, FL

11:00–11:30 am Landscape Inspectors Association Ideas 
for the Future 
Kimberly Pearson, Urban Forester, 
Pompano Beach, FL

11:30–11:45 am Closing Remarks/Evaluation 
George Gonzales, SMA President-Elect

HAVE A SAFE TRIP HOME! 
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HURRICANE WORKSHOP

8:00 am–Noon Registration

8:30–9:00 am Breakfast

9:00–10:15 am Implementing An Emergency 
Storm Response Plan 
Rachel Barker, Deputy Director of 
Public Services, Columbus, GA

The City of Columbus, Georgia has been successful in 
developing a detailed Emergency Storm Response Plan 
(ESRP). Create an ESRP by utilizing and exemplifying 
the successful elements of the Columbus ESRP that are 
suitable for your community and/or organization.

10:15–10:30 am Break

10:30 am – Noon Tree Risk Assessment 
Nelda Matheny, President of 
HortScience, Pleasanton, CA

Arborists have a duty to inspect and manage trees in 
a reasonable manner. Tree risk assessment includes 
evaluation of the tree, site, and target. This session will 
discuss tree risk assessment procedures for municipal 
arborists, highlighting storm-related tree failure issues.

Noon–1:00 pm Lunch

1:00–2:30 pm Pruning Types: New Research May 
Change Everything or Nothing 
Dr. Ed Gilman, Professor, 
Environmental Horticulture 
Department, University of 
Florida at Gainesville

Structural pruning designed to reduce growth rate and 
weight on co-dominant limbs is the most effective meth-
od of reducing damage from storms. But first we must 
understand how branches develop strong connections 
to the trunk, and how trees fail and why. Learn what to 

look for when evaluating trees for potential failure and 
how to treat these trees.

2:30- 2:45 pm Break

2:45- 4:30 pm Do Stressful Times for Plants Lead to 
Good Times for Pests? 
Dr. Michael Raupp, Professor, 
Department of Entomology, University 
of Maryland at College Park

Pre-Conference Workshops
Saturday, September 15, 2007

Register at: www.urban-forestry.com • Separate registration required.

You may attend sessions in either workshop.
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It is commonly believed that plant stressors such as 
storm damage, flooding, drought, and pollution predis-
pose plants to attack by insect and mite pests. Learn 
why this belief may not be generally true. 

MUNICIPAL WORKSHOP

8:30–9:00 am Breakfast 

9:00–10:15 am Writing a Tree Ordinance  
Connie Head, Owner of 
Technical Forestry Services, 
Commerce, GA

A comprehensive outline for the development (or revi-
sion) of a tree ordinance will be presented. Suggestions 
for involving individuals and groups with varying 
interests in the development or revision process will 
be presented. The various types of tree ordinances 
and their application will be described. Common 
tree ordinance components will be presented with 
examples. Recommended arboricultural terms, defini-
tions, standards, and specifications will be provided. 
An explanation of required tree density schemes for 
new development commonly used in today’s tree ordi-
nances will be discussed. 

10:15–10:30 am Break

10:30 – Noon  Five Ways to Create Pest 
Problems in the Urban Forest 
Dr. Michael Raupp, Professor, 
Department of Entomology, 
University of Maryland at 
College Park

This presentation will explore five factors that threaten 
the sustainability of the urban forest in the United 
States including low species diversity, invasions of 
exotic pests, and disruption of natural enemies. 

Noon -1:00 pm Lunch

1:00–2:30 pm Management Of Mature Trees 
Nelda Matheny, President of 
HortScience, Pleasanton, CA

Tree biology and structure changes over time; our tree 
management techniques must be adjusted to respond 
to those changes. This session will describe age-relat-
ed changes and how to adapt urban forest manage-
ment techniques to promote longevity and structural 
stability.

2:30- 2:45 pm Break

2:45- 4:30 pm Producing, Establishing, and 
Maintaining Shade Trees:  
A New Look at What We Do 
Dr. Ed Gilman, Professor, 
Environmental Horticulture 
Department at the University of 
Florida, Gainesville, FL

Examples from around North America will be used to 
show how to dramatically improve nursery stock quality 
available for urban planting projects. Research in various 
soil types is telling us how we should be planting trees 
in our cities and parks. Some results may surprise you. 
Did you know that mulch placed in the wrong location 
can reduce tree survival and cause stem-girdling roots? 
Come hear the latest practical research on production 
methods, mulch, planting depth, and other effects on 
tree establishment.   
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Designed by:

SO-5437A

We’re Growing FAST
because the trees

we water do too!

Cut watering labor
by 2/3rds!

Dramatically
increase survival
rates and vigor,
even in drought!

Plant trees in 
places (and at times)

thought
possible!
you never

( )800 951-8123
Call today to find out more!

Available in 15, 25, 35 and 45 gallon
capacities, with costs ranging from
$7 to $18.
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SAVE THE DATE!
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To begin the account of my arborist 
exchange, I must first address the question I am most 

often asked: where is Guernsey? It is the second largest of the 
Channel Islands, located 30 miles (48 km) off the French coast 
but tied politically to Great Britain as a “Crown dependency.” 
Although there is a strong British influence, Guernsey is rela-
tively independent, with its own parliament and laws.

The island has a rich history that dwarfs that of colonial 
Newport, but a connection can be found in Newport’s naval his-
tory and the fleet of Guernsey privateers that brought wealth to 
their island in service to the Crown. The Napoleonic and World 
War II fortifications that dot the coastline are a reminder of 
the island’s past military importance as dictated by its location 
and strong tides. Guernsey has a temperate climate with mild 
winters and cool, sunny summers—sunny, at least, compared 
to Great Britain—making it a tourist destination. It was once a 
major grower of greenhouse tomatoes, with 15% of the island 
covered in glass at one time. 

Municipal Arborist Exchange  
From Newport Rhode Island to the States of Guernsey
by Scott D. Wheeler, Trees & Parks Supervisor, City of Newport, Rhode Island

Instead of being isolated from the world, the people of Guernsey 
seem to have an entrepreneurial spirit and a talent for recogniz-
ing economic opportunities beyond their shores. Examples 
include privateering, stone quarrying, greenhouse crops and, 
most recently, offshore banking. What is striking is that as the 
island has nimbly managed these economic changes, it has large-
ly preserved its historic buildings, rural character, and land use 
patterns. The current layout of land parcels and rights-of-way is 
remarkably similar to that found on maps from the late 1600s. 

The trip had a stressful start with hours of security delays at 
London’s Gatwick Airport, but I was revived when my gracious 
host, Andy McCutcheon, Guernsey’s principal arboricultural 
officer, delivered me to his former “bachelor pad” for a short nap 
and a hike. As I walked the well-maintained trail around the 
adjacent reservoir with views of the ocean past small, enclosed 
fields with Guernsey cows, I felt like I’d awoken to a new world. 

Andy moved to the island as a technical officer for the green-
house industry. Following that industry’s decline, he broadened 

The spectacular 28.5-mile (45.9-km) cliff path is cut back by Guernsey’s privatized State Works using only scythes.
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his plant skills to include arboriculture 
and became the island’s first arboricul-
tural officer. His impressive knowledge of 
plant diseases kept me scrambling for my 
pathology reference books during his visit 
to Newport. 

The crisis that brought Andy to arboricul-
ture is far too familiar: Dutch elm disease. 
What is unique it that the Guernsey elm 
(Ulmus minor subsp. sarniensis) represented 
over half the tree cover on the island. To 
save its namesake elm, a sanitation program 
was implemented that removed elms at the 
first sign of disease. Approximately1.5 % of 
the elm population was removed each year 
for a total of 50,000 trees over 14 years. 
The program kept the disease in check until 
a period of drought drastically increased 
mortality. In 1992, they abandoned sanita-
tion in favor of replanting. 

As Andy explained, tree planting in 
Guernsey is not a straightforward affair. 
The island has no domestic tree nurser-
ies, requiring plant stock to be shipped 
in from abroad. Most of the original elms 
grew in high earthen banks of stone and 
compacted soil that line streets and farm 
fields. These conditions are not conducive 
to the use of a backhoe for planting. The 
narrow lanes leave no room for traditional 
street trees, and the patchwork quilt of 
agricultural land has strong planning con-
trols that limit forestation. Where space is 
available, strong winds often increase mortality. 

After mixed results with public subsidies for the private planting 
of large trees, it was determined a more cost-effective method 
was needed. Andy began utilizing 16-31 inch (40-80 cm) whips 
of native species that are inexpensive and can easily be shipped. 
The smaller trees proved easier to plant and more adaptable 
to the wind. To aid in establishment and protecting the trees 
from rabbits and inadvertent mowing, Andy used growth tubes 
mounted to wooden stakes. In Newport we do not plant trees 
smaller than 1 3/4-inch (4.4-cm) caliper, believing they would 
not survive—but given Guernsey’s success, I think small trees 
could be used more. In Guernsey, 7,000 trees were planted 
at 800 sites over 14 years, but as time passed, the financial 

resources dwindled, and the island no longer has an active tree 
planting program.

In Guernsey, public trees are mostly limited to parks and the 
grounds of public buildings. However, the scope of Andy’s job 
is extensive, because the removal or lopping of almost all private 
trees requires government permission. I witnessed the chal-
lenges of this task when we visited Braye Du Valle House to 
evaluate a Monterey pine (Pinus radiata) dying of butt rot that 
held an artifact of the German occupation. 

German soldiers garrisoned at the house had inserted metal 
rungs into the trunk to form a ladder to a high lookout in the 

Andy McCutcheon shows off the oldest tree in Guernsey, a 300-
year-old sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa).
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Guernsey’s trees must tolerate coastal salt spray and high winds. 

maintenance, road construction, grounds care, interior office 
plants, and amenities for weddings. At their maintenance facil-
ity, I was struck by the mix of high-tech and traditional meth-
ods employed. For instance, to efficiently spray weeds in street 
cracks, they use a machine that can pick out green leaves and 
precisely deliver herbicide. In contrast, the vegetation along the 
28.5 miles (45.9 km) of cliff path is maintained by crews with 
scythes to avoid degrading the natural setting with the noise of 
power equipment.

One of the most daunting vegetation maintenance tasks is the 
cutting of roadside hedges comprised of trees, shrubs, and vines 
growing over earthen stonewalls. By law, all vegetation must be 
cut back from the road by the property owners twice a year, in 
June and September. “Granite rash” is common on the sides of 
cars, as it is increasingly difficult to judge the road width as time 
passes from the last cutting. I felt fortunate to be chauffeured 
by Andy because even if I could navigate the maze of roads, I 
would have been a nervous wreck every time a car passed with 

tree canopy, with views of the nearby beach. The rusted metal 
rungs where clearly visible the length of the trunk, tempting you 
to ascend them. The owner was distressed about losing the tree, 
as it was clearly the centerpiece of an oft-told story, but it was a 
hazard to the adjacent street. The solution agreed upon was to 
leave the longest length of trunk possible to stand a bit longer 
as a piece of history.

Commercialization has been a source of innovation for Guernsey. 
States Works, the equivalent of our Public Works, is a now a 
“trading board” operating within a government department that 
actively competes for public contracts with other vendors. Ian 
McEwan, a senior manager with States Works, explained that 
after years of shrinking budgets, the department was commer-
cialized to permit it to solicit private work. 

Although private companies have successfully out-bid State 
Works for much of Andy’s contracted tree work, States Works 
has grown overall and provides such diverse services as building 
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In the September/October Issue of City Trees

• Malaysia’s Tree Planting Campaign

• Building Bridges with City Departments Part II

• Dealing with Tree Grates  

November / December  2006� �

Journal of the Society of Municipal ArboristsNov./Dec. 2006

An extreme example of Guernsey’s narrow lanes, bordered by 
vegetated earthen walls

inches to spare. Volunteer parish constables enforce the cutting, 
a thankless task I would gladly take a pass on in Newport.

In my meetings with Guernsey arborists, planners, ecologists 
and land managers, I was struck by how similar their moti-
vation, struggles, and commitment to preserve the natural 
environment is to that of my colleagues at home. I am deeply 
grateful to the people I met for taking the time to share their 
insights and knowledge but most of all I would like to thank 
Andy McCutcheon and his lovely wife Rachael for making me 
feel so welcome during my stay. I would also thank Doug Still, 
the SMA and the exchange sponsors—the City of Windsor, 
Amereq Inc., and Asplundh Tree Expert—for making this 
exchange possible and recognizing the value of bringing munici-
pal arborists together to share their knowledge and passion.  

Scott D. Wheeler

Trees & Parks Supervisor

City of Newport, RI

(401) 845-5802

swheeler@cityofnewport.com

A successful hillside planting of common alder (Alnus glutinosa) 
established using whips and growth tubes
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Tree of Merit
Katsura Tree (Cercidiphyllum japonicum) 

The katsura tree (Cercidiphyllum japonicum) is yet another Japanese 
import that is sure to become more and more popular in North 
American markets. It is no compact tree though. As a relatively 
recent introduction to Vancouver, there are few specimens older 
than forty years. Their size has given some folks the misperception 
that it is not a large-maturing tree. Check again. Forty-metre-tall 
(131-feet) trees have been noted in the wild. There are low-grow-
ing options though, such as ‘Morioka Weeping’, which does well in 
Vancouver. 

Katsuras are elegant in appearance, with fine branching and deli-
cate foliage. The small heart-shaped leaves are reminiscent of the 
redbud (Cercis canadensis). The scaffold branches arch upwards, 
then outwards, in a grand style. The branchlets weep down at the 
tips, so the whole tree gives the impression of a skyrocket trajectory. 
The young leaves are bronze at first, then progress to a light green, 
and they allow dappled light to lawns underneath. 

The real fireworks, however, start in the fall when yellows, oranges, 
and even hints of red flash out and hold for a delightful couple 
of weeks. Katsuras are generally produced from seed, so genetic 
diversity causes a delightful range of coloration from tree to tree. 
An almost appetizing aroma emanates from the leaves in the 
autumn—one that has been variously described as burnt toffee or 
freshly baked cake. When bare in winter, the exquisite branching 
provides an attractive form worthy of a painting or photograph. 

Thriving in cold hardiness zones from South Carolina to Quebec 
(zones 4-8), katsura has potential anywhere with plentiful summer 
rainfall, irrigation, or moist pockets of soil. Deep organic soils are 

preferred, but katsura is tougher than it looks and will fight on 
in more marginal soils or exposed sites when pressed, though its 
many aesthetic qualities will suffer. It has a tendency to grow in a 
shrub form if it is damaged when young. I have observed prolific 
surface rooting with katsura, and I believe that there is a genetic 
component to it, so its use as a hardscape tree or where smooth 
turf is essential is limited. 

One feature of katsura that I find endearing is that it is very clean. 
I have never seen any insects or fungi on its foliage. The flowers 
are quite small and are washed away in the rain. Seeds rarely form, 
as katsura is dioecious and cross-pollination doesn’t readily occur 
with these trees in British Columbia’s lower mainland. At the end 
of the season, the leaves are easily cleaned. 

There are references purporting that concentrated tannins from 
katsura’s heartwood stimulates hair growth in mice and has poten-
tial to treat the vilest threat to humankind: male pattern baldness. 
I certainly hope that that is not true, as I would hate to see katsura 
trees targeted by profiteers for vanity’s sake—but then, maybe just 
a little dab will do.  

Bill Stephen, Urban Forester,  
Vancouver Park Board, British Columbia   

NOTE: Trees of Merit are not suitable for every climate and 
site condition. Variations in regional performance will apply. 
If you are using a Tree of Merit in your municipality, please 
share your experience with it on the SMA Listserve. 

The heart-shaped foliage of katsura 
(Cercidiphyllum japonicum)

Katsuras used as street trees in Vancouver  
Photos Courtesy Vancouver Park Board 
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